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EALT acknowledges that we
are located on Treaty 6
territory and Métis
homelands, a traditional and
present gathering place,
travelling route and home
for many Indigenous
Peoples. EALT's work to
conserve and protect land
continues the legacy of
stewardship.
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Presentation Notes
EALT’s mission is to conserve…



Edmonton and Area Land Trust

(5

Land:S
Y



Presenter
Presentation Notes
After many years of community consultation, EALT was founded in 2007
EALT is a registered charity
Sometimes people confuse EALT with the City of Edmonton
Independent of these members and of other land conservation groups – NCC, ACA, AFGA. Sometimes we jointly own land with them.
We can sometimes work with landowners on their land that other groups aren’t able to accept as donations.
EALT is non-advocacy group, instead we focus on securing land, stewardship, and educational outreach
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Presentation Notes
• Conservation easement locations usually aren’t made public.
• Exception of Larch Sanctuary, city owned.


Why We Conserve Nature

Protecting natural areas
mitigates the effect of
climate chgnge anq Climate
protects biodiversity Change
Mitigation

Biodiversity
Loss

=

Climate Change  reduces Loss of biodiversity
biodiversity reduces resilience to
climate change Restoring degraded land
sequesters carbon from the
atmosphere and improves
habitat for wildlife
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Presentation Notes
• Our strategic plan sets 2 land securement goals…
• The map on the right is from our Regional Conservation Plan. Using a science based approach, and data
about important habitat, ecological features, and wildlife. Shows us where to prioritize our efforts.
• Darker colours are higher priority – Beaverhills Biosphere Reserve, parkland, boreal
• We are interested in working on all types of lands


Why We Conserve Nature

Aspen Parkland

* One of Canada’s
most threatened
ecosystems

* Only 5% native
vegetation
remaining

D EALT Operating Area

D City of Edmonton

Natural Subregions of Alberta

ower Foothills (Foothills)

Boreal Forest

e Largest terrestrial
carbon sink

e Bird nurseries of
the world - 300+
species and billions
of individual birds

* Mayatan Lake
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Presentation Notes
Two options for conserving land – fee simple (ownership), or conservation easement
Most land titles or CEs are donated
Sometimes EALT may have a specific grant or donor funds to purchase land or a CE


Initial Discussion

Site Assessment

Steps to Conserving Your Land

Baseline
Documentation
Report

Budget &
Funding

Fair Market
Value Appraisal

Letter of Intent

Legal
Agreement

Board Approval

Ecological Gifts
Program

Land Title
Registration

Stewardship &
Monitoring

Donation
Receipt
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13 steps to a land securement
Some occur simultaneously
This is the general progression
Process takes several months, depending on funding availability, may take 2-3 or more years


Initial Discussion

What are your

short and long

term wishes for
the land?

What buildings or
structures are
present?

Is your land within
150 km of central
Edmonton?

Does your land
have native
habitat?

What are your
financial and tax
needs?

observed?

important areas?

What are the
needs of potential
future owners of

the land?

Does your land

have meaning to

local Indigenous
communities?
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First step is to think about your priorities. 
Why do you want to conserve your conservation legacy, and how?


Explore Options

Conservation

Easement
Donation

- Donate land title to EALT

- Fee simple donation, life interest,
bequest

- EALT becomes landowner

- Voluntarily relinquishes certain landowner

rights (e.g., right to subdivide, develop)

- Legal agreement describes permitted and

non-permitted land uses

- CE agreement is registered on title
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Presentation Notes
Two options for conserving land – fee simple (ownership), or conservation easement
Most land titles or CEs are donated
Sometimes EALT may have a specific grant or donor funds to purchase land or a CE
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Presentation Notes
Your knowledge – how has the land been used in the past, what species have you observed
We’ll want to know a few basics – legal land description, maps, reports, appraisal
We’ll start with our own desktop research – air photos
Site visit – late spring to fall
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13 steps to a land securement
Some occur simultaneously
This is the general progression
Process takes several months, depending on funding availability, may take 2-3 or more years


Budget & Funding

* Up front costs include legal,
appraisal, staff, etc. -> $20,000+

* Annual monitoring & stewardship
after securement -> endowment
fund

e Grants
e Landowner Contributions

* Fundraising
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Presentation Notes
Edmonton Community Foundation – yield funds land securement


Letter of Intent Board Approval

 EALT Board of Directors gives official

e Summarizes discussions, intentions,
approval to proceed.

expectations and goals

* Not legally binding

 [nitiates next steps of the process
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Once we have official go ahead, sign letter of intent
Some of the wording in the letter might be used in donation or CE agreement
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13 steps to a land securement
Some occur simultaneously
This is the general progression
Process takes several months, depending on funding availability, may take 2-3 or more years


Baseline Documentation Report

* Field work by EALT staff
e Usually 1-3 days in June-August

e Survey plants, wildlife and other
features
* Report
* Photo reference points

e |nformation about land uses,
infrastructure, roads and trails,
disturbances and potential
threats, Indigenous connections
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BDR is a legal requirement, report on the status of the land at the time of securement
Is what future monitoring is compared to


Fair Market Value Appraisal

* Appraiser certified by the Appraisal
Institute of Canada and following the
Canadian Uniform Standards of
Professional Appraisal Practice.

* Benchmark Appraisal - preliminary
valuation based on desktop research.

* Full Appraisal - thorough analysis of
land sales and site visit

Before the CE is
registered

Value of the
land

After the CE is
registered

Value of the
conservation
easement

Value of the
land as
“encumbered”
by the
conservation
easement
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• If Ecogifts – appraisal is reviewed by National Appraisal Review Panel to verify the value is correct
• Make sure that the donor gets a donation receipt for the correct value


Legal Agreement

Conservation

Easement
Agreement

- Describes the terms and conditions of

the donation

- Includes appraised value

- Restrictions for future uses of the land
- Different zones for different uses -

Native Habitat, Development, Agriculture

- Rights and responsibilities, compliance

measures
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Principles – how the forest and grassland areas will be managed, if there are activities that you don’t want to have on the land after EALT becomes the owner
Restrictions – zones
Development zone – buildings and permanent structures (not including shed, fence)
Native Habitat zone
Agricultural zone – continue to allow ag uses (e.g. haying) 


Example zones in a
conservation
easement agreement

Different zones for different
uses

Restricting certain uses
protects natural features

Restrictions can apply to the
entire property or to a
specific zone.

Restricted activities and the
size of different zones will
impact the market value of
your land.

Talk to accountant or financial

advisor and legal counsel.

This landowner cultivates the land in the
Agricultural Zone. They rotate crop from
year to year, replaced a fence around the
field, and have plans to build a small
greenhouse and shed in this zone in the next
few years.

The landowner’s house is in the Development
Zone, also referred to as the building
envelope. Additional area surrounding the
house gives the landowner the ability to build
another garage, maintain a garden, and mow
the lawn.

Conservation Zone

Agricultural Zone

Development Zone

Most of this property is Conservation Zone. The area is mostly forested, with some patches of open
meadow, some of which is hayed each year and where horses occasionally graze. There is a
permanent wetland and a creek, and the landowner maintains trails. The landowner plans to install
bee hives in the meadow, and wants to make sure the natural habitat of the conservation zone

remains intact.



Examples of
Restricted Activities Agricultural Zone =

e  Subdivision

Development Zone m

. Construction of permanent structures,
roads”™ or trails

*  Altering waterbodies

* Disposal, dumping, storage of sail,
garbage or waste

*  Breaking or destruction of native plant
communities

* Introducing non-native species

«  Agricultural operations (e.g., confined
feeding operations)

e  (Game farms
*  Excavation or exploration
* Industrial operations®



Ecological Gifts Program

e Administered by
Environment and Climate
Change Canada

e Tax benefits to donor

* Eliminate capital
gains tax

* Carry forward 10
years
 EALT assists you in your
application
e Consult accountant or
financial advisor

* Provide
Assessment details
) about
Information i
ecological
sensitivity

Appraisal
Review

* Appraisal
reviewed
by ECCC
panel

Notice of
Determination

« ECCC
sends you
a notice
indicating
appraised
value

NEEERS

*Statement of Fair

Market Value

*Certificate of

Ecologically Sensitive
Land

*Donation recai;it>
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Ecological Gifts Program – run by Environment and Climate Change Canada
Developed to help Canada meet its protected area targets
17% by 2020
25% by 2025
30% by 2030
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13 steps to a land securement
Some occur simultaneously
This is the general progression
Process takes several months, depending on funding availability, may take 2-3 or more years


Land Title Registration Donation Receipt

« Donation: Title transferred to EALT * Amount determined by the Fair
Market Value Appraisal

* Conservation Easement: Registered
as caveat on Title
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• Official title transfer or registration with Land Titles office
• We issue you a donation receipt for the amount determined by the FMV
• Talk to your accountant or financial advisor about how to make the most of this receipt and potential tax benefits


Stewardship & Monitoring

* Fee Simple Ownership: EALT is
landowner and is responsible for
management and maintenance. If
applicable, land may be open for
public access, restoration, or
other maintenance.

* Conservation Easement:
Landowner continues managing
the land within the restrictions
determined in the CE. EALT visits
the land once per year to monitor.
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Donation – EALT takes care of the land, we don’t sell it
Pay property taxes
This is where endowments with funds for stewardship in perpetuity are very important
Mowing trails, annual monitoring – lots of help from volunteers
CE – you continue to manage land, or the person who owns it after you. 


Plan Your
Conservation Legacy

ealt.ca/conserve-nature

* Talk to family

e Talk to accountant or financial
advisor and legal counsel
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